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FADE IN

INT. ALISON AND JAMES HOUSE - ALISON’S ROOM - LATE AFTERNOON 

ALISON is going through her clothes in her closet 
frantically. She is wearing a demi-cut black bra and black 
boy shorts. She is frustrated as she goes through each piece 
of clothing one by one; shirts, dresses, pants, pant suits. 
She goes into her dresser and starts to open each drawer 
looking at the contents inside. She slams the drawer shut and 
reverts to the next one.  

JAMES enters the room as she continues to go through her 
dresser. He is in black suit with a tie. His red haired-beard 
and mustache is neatly trimmed. 

James is watching her.

He leans against the dresser standing behind Alison. 

JAMES
Problem? 

Alison doesn’t respond. She goes to the next dresser throwing 
clothes out of it. 

James laughs. 

JAMES (CONT’D)
Oh yeah? 

ALISON
I can’t find a single thing that I 
would want to wear to my reunion. 
I’m having second thoughts... I 
mean it isn’t mandatory... is it?  

She walks over to the mirror and holds up a shirt and 
cringes. 

JAMES
Mandatory? YOU have been making 
such a big deal for weeks Ali. In 
fact if I recall correctly, past 
couple years. 

ALISON
Not really. 

She tosses aside the shirt and looks around the room. 



JAMES
Yes really! Look at this mess. 
Seriously? I know the story, I know 
you’re dying to see her. 

ALISON
It isn’t just about her. 

She grabs a different shirt and holds it up in front of the 
mirror. She shakes her head and tosses it aside. 

ALISON (CONT’D)
I need to just make sure I look 
better than I did ten years ago... 
especially with everyone else I am 
going to encounter. 

JAMES
Even her. 

ALISON
Not just for her.

JAMES
Alright... 

(Chuckles)
I can end this all right now. I 
know what you’ll wear.

James looks at her challengingly. Alison looks confused. 

ALISON
Okay smart guy. What will I wear. 

She crosses her arms. 

JAMES
You still have that dress you wore 
to your sister’s wedding last year? 

Alison realizes what he is talking about. She goes to the 
closet. She grabs the dress and walks towards the bathroom 
and shuts the door behind her. 

ALISON (O.S.)
You, James, my friend, are a 
genius! 

James walks up to the door and leans on the wall. His smile 
is huge. 
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JAMES
Well we knew this, Ali. Which is 
why this makes you the idiot in our 
relationship while I am the 
brain... 

James looks at his phone. 

ALISON (O.S.)
You keep it up and I’ll make sure 
they call you Firebox when the 
night is through. 

JAMES
Of course you make fun of the 
genetics I have been given. need I 
remind you this color wasn’t a 
choice! 

Alison opens the door to the bathroom and walks out in a 
black dress that is just above her knees and envelopes her 
shoulders. She has her golden brown hair hovering about an 
inch from her shoulder with a slight waviness to it. She has 
light make up on, with her choker and a few hemp bracelets on 
her right wrist. 

She grabs her purse that is buried beneath her clothes. 

ALISON
Of course it is, you can dye it 
black or something. Are we ready 
now? I think I have everything. 

Alison closes her purse and starts to walk out of the room 
with James following her. 

JAMES
I know I have everything. Make sure 
you bring some balls so that you 
can say your piece to her. 

ALISON (O.S.)
I don’t even know if she is going 
to be there James. And I can’t pack 
them considering that YOU are 
wearing them. 

FLASHBACK - INT. ALISON IN MIDDLE SCHOOL - DAY

Alison is eleven years old. She walks into a classroom with 
rows of desks that are empty, except for one. 
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There is a GIRL with long brown hair sitting at her desk 
taking out items from her back pack. 

Time stops for Alison as she stares at her. 

BACK TO PRESENT DAY - EXT. JAMES’S CAR - DAY

Alison walks to the passenger side of the car. She is staring 
at her reflection in the mirror. James’ car BEEPS when it is 
unlocked. She climbs inside. 

ALISON
Probably going to need some pot, 
Xanax, and a morphine drip too 
after I am done. 

JAMES
Well not everyone can be so lucky 
Ali.

ALISON
I am glad you’re coming with me. 

JAMES
Me too. But don’t get all 
sentimental on me. It might like 
infect me with kindness or 
something. 

INT. ALISON’S HIGH SCHOOL - GYM - NIGHT

Alison and James walk through the doors of the gym. The 
lights are dim with party decorations everywhere. The strobe 
lights are of every color reflecting around the gym. Banners 
of “Class of 2002” on every wall. 

The MUSIC is echoing in the wide space.  

Alison and James stop walking. 

FLASHBACK - INT. ALISON’S HIGH SCHOOL - CLASSROOM - DAY

A SHORT WOMAN is writing on the chalkboard in french. 

Alison is seventeen-years-old. She is sitting at a desk next 
to JANET. Janet slides a note over to Alison. Alison takes 
it. 

Alison reads it, writes back quickly and returns the note to 
Janet. 
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Janet opens the letter. 

SHORT WOMAN
Would you like to share that with 
the rest of the class mademoiselle? 

JANET
Well it isn’t exactly...

ALISON
...It’s mine Madame. 

MADAME
Then YOU read it to the class. 

ALISON
But Madame, it really isn’t 
necessary. 

MADAME
Now.

Alison takes the note off Janet’s desk and slumps in her 
seat. 

ALISON
Janet, I need to tell you 
something.

MADAME
Louder. 

ALISON
(Raises her volume)

I haven’t told many people this but 
I am...

She glances over at Janet then her teacher. 

MADAME
Well, we are all waiting. 

ALISON
Gay. 

Everyone is staring at Alison intently and all is quiet in 
the room. 

BOY (O.S.)
No shocker there, she is more manly 
than every boy in our grade 
combined. 
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The whole class erupts with laughter. Alison takes her 
belongings and leaves the room. 

She looks at the letter as she is walking down the hallway 
and it says: 

“Janet I haven’t told many people this but I am gay and I am 
in love with Nina. It is eating me up inside. 

Will you ever tell her? 

Never.”

BACK TO PRESENT - ALISON’S HIGH SCHOOL - GYM - NIGHT

Alison’s eyes scan over the crowd.

ALISON
(Anxious)

Do you think she is here?

JAMES
Well we won’t know if we’re 
standing here forever. Let’s get to 
our table, number seven is over 
there.

James leads them to the empty table and Alison chooses a 
random seat and James takes the one next to her. 

ALISON
I say if I don’t see her within the 
next hour then we get the hell out 
of here and go to a bar. 

Alison is looking around the room nervously.

JAMES
It is about her then. I’m not 
stupid you know. Why here? Why now? 
Why not via Facebook, I know she 
has one you showed it to me, once. 

ALISON
And say what exactly? 
“Nina I’ve been in love with you 
since the 6th grade and it was 
because of you I found the strength 
to come out and want to be with 
other women so thank you?” Yeah I 
can see that going very well. 
Especially as a personal Facebook 
message. Very sincere. 
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Alison downs her water.

JAMES
Not sincere but you’re a writer, 
I’m sure with thought you can think 
of a well mannered expression of 
your feelings towards her in other 
words than those. 

ALISON
I don’t know. 

JAMES
I’m serious. Does it have to be 
here? In front of everyone? 

ALISON
It won’t be in front of everyone. 

JAMES
Are you going to take her to the 
bathroom and rip her clothes off 
and tell her while you eat her out 
alive?  

Alison laughs. 

ALISON
No, you idiot. Look James, I hated 
high school. I was a loner, always 
had headphones on while walking 
through the hallways. The tomboy, 
fat, lesbian part of my life is 
critical in my whole life story. It 
was her, not even my friendship 
with her, because really, we didn’t 
have one. But she was the reason I 
went to school every morning. Just 
so I could see her everyday when we 
passed each other in the halls for 
that split second. I joined Drama 
club only because she was in it. 
She was the reason why I didn’t 
kill myself when I got outted by 
that asshole Mike Pillar. She made 
me feel things that no one else 
could and we never even hung out. I 
feel like I owe it to myself after 
all this time to get the courage to 
just tell her. I don’t expect 
anything out of it, just closure. 
Then, we can go. 
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James takes out his flask then grabs the two closest empty 
glasses that are on the table. He pours the brown liquid into 
the two them.

He holds them both up as Alison takes one. 

JAMES
Well I guess I’m going to give you 
my balls so we can do this. I got 
your back.

ALISON
(Smiling)

I know you do. 

Their glasses clinked as they both take the shots and then 
placing the empty glasses back on the table. Alison wipes her 
eyes again. 

ALISON (CONT’D)
God! Did I ruin my makeup? 

Alison scans the room with her eyes again, taking everything 
in. 

JAMES
Not at all... Do you think anyone 
will recognize you? I mean you are 
like not at all what you looked 
like in high school. 

ALISON
And here is where you are stupid. 
Didn’t you just say I have 
Facebook? So wouldn’t they know 
what I look like?

JAMES
Oh yea, they would know wouldn’t 
they?

Alison laughs hard.

JANET (O.S.)
Alison? Can’t be you is it?

Alison turns around and sees a WOMAN in a blue dress with 
medium length blonde hair that flowed wavily just touching 
her shoulders. She is standing next to a MAN in a black suit 
with black undershirt. 

ALISON
Wow, you look amazing. How are you 
Janet?
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Alison and Janet hug tightly. Janet pulls back after a few 
seconds and looks at Alison up and down. Mixture of shock and 
happiness spread across Janet’s face.

JANET
Oh my God! I can’t get over this. 
How much did you lose!? I’ve seen 
the pictures but you are 
practically smaller than me! 

ALISON
About 200 pounds now, you look 
fantastic yourself.

JANET
Thank you Alison. Please forgive 
me, this is my husband, Bryan. 

Alison sticks out her hand formally for him to shake. He 
takes it to shake.

BRYAN
Nice to meet you.

ALISON
Very nice to meet you, you have an 
awesome woman here. Janet, Bryan, 
this is my best friend James.

James stands up and sticks out his hand to the both of them 
as they take it to shake. 

JANET
This is our table too. 

ALISON
Well at least something is going 
right. Take the seats next to us.  

Janet takes the unoccupied seat next to Alison and Bryan 
takes the one next to Janet. They all sit down.

ALISON (CONT’D)
How long has it been since I’ve 
seen you?

JANET
Probably since graduation. 

ALISON
Any little ones yet? 

James takes another swig from his flask and elbows Alison 
insinuating to have some. 
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She takes the flask and takes a swig as well and offers to 
Janet.

JANET
Oh no thank you, actually, I am 5 
weeks pregnant, and it will be our 
first. 

Janet grabs Bryan’s hand and smiles at him and then looks at 
Alison.

ALISON
Congratulations! I am so happy for 
you! 

Alison’s phone starts to VIBRATE in her purse which is on the 
table interrupting the conversation. She takes out her cell 
and looks at the caller ID. It says “Mom”. She presses the 
“Decline” button and places the phone back in her purse.

JAMES
What do you think she wants?

ALISON
Probably to see how tonight is 
going for me. She always knew I was 
such a “big fan” of high school. 
Most likely thinks I am down at the 
bar already. 

JAMES
Oh good to know, we are ignoring 
mothers tonight. So when mine calls 
me because yours called her up, you 
get to talk to her.

ALISON
Oh boy, I am so excited now. 

James starts to rub his stomach. 

JAMES
Oh man, those shots are hungry for 
some bread. Wanna get something 
Ali? 

ALISON
Sure. Janet and Bryan would you 
like anything?

JANET
Oh no thank you. 
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BRYAN
I’m good thank you though. 

FLASHBACK - INT. DRIVER’S ED CAR - DAY

A TEENAGE BOY is driving with an OLDER HEAVYSET MAN is in the 
passenger seat. 

Alison is in the back seat, driver’s side window with 
headphones on. Nina is sitting next to her. 

Alison is looking out the window but the reflection is of 
Nina in the middle seat. 

Nina taps Alison on the shoulder. 

Alison takes off her headphones nervously. 

NINA
What are you listening to? 

ALISON
The Used.

NINA
I never heard of them before, may I 
listen? 

ALISON
Sure. 

Alison presses play and hands Nina the headphones. 

After a minute she hands them back to Alison. 

NINA
That is a really nice song, what’s 
the name of it. 

ALISON
Blue and Yellow. One of my absolute 
favorites. I probably will listen 
to this song until I die.  

NINA
That’s really cool. What else do 
you listen to? 

Alison smiles at the interaction they have. The car stops.

OLDER HEAVYSET MAN (O.S.)
Alison, you’re next. 
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Alison opens the car door as her smile disappears. 

ALISON
Maybe later.

BACK TO PRESENT - ALISON’S HIGH SCHOOL - GYM - NIGHT 

The appetizer table is full of cold and hot finger foods, 
cheese of assortment, crackers, fruit, antipasto, and mini 
hot dogs is spread across the long table. 

Alison has some cheese and crackers on a small plate. A few 
other people meander to the table blindly to Alison. She 
looks over to where she thought James was standing but there 
is a woman in his place. Alison’s eyes widen. She looks 
around for James who is standing calmly on the other side of 
her, eating off his plate full of assortments. 

She grabs his arm and turns around, knocking half of his 
plate to the floor.

JAMES
What the hell is your...

ALISON
(whispers)

She’s here.

JAMES
Where? And you sound like you are 
in a horror flick you need to 
relax.

James looks around for her. 

ALISON
(Whispers)

Shh! Right by the onion dip.

JAMES
The one in the red? 

ALISON
Yes. 

James continues to eat off his plate as he laughs. 

JAMES
Go say your piece so we can get the 
hell out of here.

ALISON
Maybe it isn’t a good idea. 
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James sighs and shakes his head.

JAMES
Pussy. You will never learn do you. 
You talk a big game, but when it 
comes to swinging you always miss. 

ALISON
I am what I eat Jamus, 
unfortunately that would make you a 
dick, which you completely are. 
I’ll talk to her later, lets go 
back to the table.   

She laughs and walks back to the table with James following 
her.

FLASHBACK - INT. ALISON’S ROOM - DAY

Alison is fourteen and laying in bed flicking through 
channel’s via the remote. 

Alison’s mom enters the room. 

ALISON’S MOTHER
Everything okay? Do you need 
anything. 

ALISON
For the hundredth time no, I am 
fine. 

Alison’s mother closes her blinds that are right above her 
bed. 

ALISON’S MOTHER
You don’t need friends like that. 

ALISON
Can we not talk about it please. 

ALISON’S MOTHER
They aren’t even friends Alison, 
they are horrible girls. Every 
single time she has a party, 
invites you, and never let’s you 
sleep over. It’s cruel. The other 
girls get to sleep over, why not 
you. 

ALISON
Mom, just forget about it. It’s 
whatever. 
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ALISON’S MOTHER
It’s cruel.

ALISON
I said drop it mom. 

Alison keeps flicking through the channels. 

ALISON’S MOTHER
Well, I wish I could’ve done 
better. 

ALISON
Mom, enough! 

BACK TO PRESENT DAY - ALISON’S HIGH SCHOOL - GYM - NIGHT 

WOMAN (O.S.)
Alison?

Alison stops in her tracks. She turns around and sees 
MELANIE. She has her hair in a loose bun and her blue eyes 
twinkle from the strobe lights in the room. She was in a 
white short dress that hugs her body comfortably.

ALISON
(Shocked)

Melanie?

MELANIE
Hey stranger.

ALISON
It’s been...

MELANIE
10 years, almost.

ALISON
Wow, come here.

Alison pulls her into a tight hug. 

MELANIE
(Returning her embrace)

You look fantastic Ali, you really 
do. I’ve never seen you look so 
good.

ALISON
Well you have known me the longest 
out of anyone, 28 years is a long 
time. 
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They let go of each other. 

MELANIE
How’s your mom and your sister? 

ALISON
They are doing well, both got 
married recently. Mom did a few 
years ago and Ray did this past 
spring. She ended up following her 
husband to Connecticut to pursue 
with his doctorate after they came 
back from their honey moon. What 
about your sisters? And your dad? 

MELANIE
They are doing really well. Christi 
is in college now, her 2nd year, 
and Ashley just got engaged. Dad is 
still dad, golfing 3 times a week 
as usual. 

ALISON
Same with my dad.

James clears his throat. 

ALISON (CONT’D)
Sorry I am so rude. Melanie this is 
my best friend, James.

MELANIE
Hello James, how are you? Nice to 
meet you. 

JAMES
Likewise. You’ve known Ali since 
she was born right? Has she always 
had that annoying laugh?

Alison punches his arm playfully which makes them all break 
out in laughter. 

MELANIE
(Laughing)

Unfortunately, it was worse when we 
were kids. 

ALISON
I don’t like that my childhood best 
friend and my current best friend 
are now becoming all chummy. 
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JAMES
Well wasn’t that the point of 
bringing me? To become chummy with 
your past? Well your wish has been 
granted girl. 

ALISON
Oh you just wait until later when I 
call Will and tell him that he 
needs to be “tested”. Don’t worry, 
I won’t elaborate and say “just for 
stupidity”, I’ll let him fill in 
the blanks.

MELANIE
(Smiling)

Well it was very nice meeting you 
James, but I have to get back. The 
hubby is waiting. Alison, I would 
love a catch-up soon if you are up 
for it?

ALISON
Absolutely, hit me up on Facebook 
with your number. My purse is at 
the table. 

MELANIE
Consider it done. 

With that, Melanie walks away into the sea of people. Alison 
watches her for a second and then turns to James.

ALISON
And I will probably never see her 
again. It’s funny. We were so close 
as kids. Then the minute we entered 
high school everything changed. She 
was friends with all of the popular 
girls and I just... 

Alison pauses and her eyes go wide. Her face turns white.  

JAMES
What?

James turns around to see what she is looking at. 

ALISON
She is sitting at our table.

JAMES
This is just getting better and 
better! 
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You are not going to have a choice 
BUT to interact with her. It’s 
inevitable now. 

James curls lips into a devilish smile. She looks at James 
with a death look.

ALISON
I need more alcohol for this, or 
I’m leaving.

JAMES
There you go again with you wanting 
to leave. Well thank goodness you 
brought your flask as well, because 
I am out. That is, until I go to my 
car. 

ALISON
Can’t we just skip out of here and 
leave?

JAMES
You are not leaving. You’ll regret 
it if you do, I know you. You’ll 
sit at home, writing another “what 
if” story about how it should’ve 
went down and then hide it in your 
private collection. Make it real. 
Face your fears, just do it. You 
expect nothing out of it but 
closure you said, right?

Alison nods and looks down at her feet. James put his hand on 
her shoulder reassuringly.

JAMES (CONT’D)
You’ll be fine.

ALISON
(Looking at James)

I just never thought I would even 
consider doing this. 

JAMES
Don’t back out now, you’ve come too 
far. And before you know it, it 
will be over and I will be wasted, 
but, I also am right here if you 
need me. 

Alison inhales deeply and takes James hand from her shoulder 
and gives it a tight squeeze then lets go. 
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ALISON
This is why you are my best friend, 
lets do this.

Alison walks confidently back over to her table and sits down 
next to Janet. James joins her in his seat. She looks across 
the table she starts to panic a little. She grabs her purse 
and takes her phone out and pretends to be busy for a few 
minutes. Her hands are glistened with sweat. She is trembling 
while looking at her phone blankly. 

James notices Alison’s actions and places his hand on her 
knee. She takes in a breath and looks up at the woman sitting 
across from her in red. Her hair dark brown with soft curls. 
Her smile plays on her lips as she is talking to the man 
beside her. Her green hazel eyes sparkle in the light.  

Alison stares at her then looks down again before she gets 
caught. 

JAMES
(Mumbles to Alison)

Go say hi.

Alison shakes her head and starts to rub her hands together. 
She starts to play with her hemp bracelet that has a carved 
piece of wood that says “Taurus”.  

JANET
(To Alison)

By the way, Nina came over to me 
while you were gone. She barely 
recognized you, did you talk to her 
yet?

Alison looks up at Janet as if she is going to say something 
then she shakes her head and went back to fumbling with her 
bracelet with her hands.

JANET (CONT’D)
You still feel for her, don’t you?

ALISON
(Not looking up)

You remember that note in french 
class, and I told you that she was 
the one who I had feelings for? 
Well, I was going to make it a 
point to just lay out everything 
and get closure. Now, I am having 
second thoughts, she is still so 
beautiful. I guess my feelings 
never really subsided. 
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Besides, now that I am thinking 
about it, not only am I terrified, 
but I don’t want to ruin her night 
either. 

Alison looks up at Janet for a split second. She then reaches 
tentatively in front of her for her glass of water and takes 
a few sips and then places it back on the table. She sits 
back in her chair and continues to fumble with her bracelet. 
She is looking at her lap. 

JANET
You have him and me for support.

JAMES
Absolutely. You do what feels right 
Ali. 

Alison looks across the table again and Nina now is watching 
her. Her smile widens at Alison and she does a little wave of 
her hand, insinuating for her to come over to her. 

JAMES (CONT’D)
(Whispering)

We are right here, go say hi.

Alison gets up from her seat. Her hands are shaking and she 
walks around to the other side of the table.

ALISON
(Hesitant)

Hey Nina.

NINA
Took you long enough.

Nina gets up from her chair and gives Alison a heart-felt 
hug. Alison returns the hug and closes her eyes taking 
everything in.  

Alison lets go and smiles at Nina.

ALISON
You look beautiful, as always. 
Nothings changed. 

NINA
You are too sweet. You look pretty 
beautiful yourself. I can’t believe 
how different you look. What have 
you been up to?

ALISON
I finished school, finally. 
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She laughs a little, talking is becoming easier. 

ALISON (CONT’D)
I have always been a writer but now 
I know how to write a screenplay. I 
plan on selling the one I just 
finished, once someone wants to buy 
it. 

NINA
That’s fantastic, I am so proud of 
you. 

(Looking Alison over)
I can’t get over how amazing you 
look.

ALISON
(Nonchalantly)

It took a lot of work to get me 
here.

She glances over at James and Janet. James gives the thumbs 
up that only Alison can see and a smile starts to play on 
Alison’s lips.

ALISON (CONT’D)
But in the end it is worth it. I 
mean I gave myself life again. It 
feel’s great. Um...  

Alison hesitates in saying something. Nina takes notice.

NINA
What were you going to say?

ALISON
After the reunion, you want to come 
out with me and my best friend 
James? You can bring your boyfriend 
if you want. 

NINA
(Low voice)

I’d love to leave now to be honest, 
and he isn’t my boyfriend he’s just 
a friend. 

ALISON
(Raises an eyebrow)

We can escape now if you want. 

NINA
Alright, where do you want to go? 

20.



ALISON
Want to go to The Dive? It’s on 
Main Street. 

NINA
I know where it is, I’ll meet you 
there in an hour. I need to drop 
him home and go home and change. 
Take my number just in case.

Nina opens her purse that is hanging from her wrist and takes 
out a business card. She hands it to Alison who takes it. A 
smile spreads across Alison’s face. 

ALISON
See you in an hour. 

Alison walks back over to James and Janet. Nina is already 
gone with the guy she came in with as Alison bends down in 
between James and Janet.

JAMES
What did you say? And where is she 
going?

Alison grabs her purse and starts to put the number on the 
card in her phone contacts. 

JANET
What happened? 

Alison smiles at both of them. 

ALISON
James, we are going to a bar right 
now. Janet and Bryan would you like 
to join us? Nina is going to meet 
us.

JANET
Oh we can’t, but I would love to 
hear about it tomorrow. I already 
stored my number in your phone when 
you left the first time. 

ALISON
Sneaky. It was lovely to see you. 
Enjoy the rest of night. 

Alison bends down to give Janet a hug and a kiss on the 
cheek, then does the same to Bryan.

James gets up from his seat.
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JAMES
Get you drunk enough and you will 
be spilling EVERYTHING tonight for 
sure. 

Alison laughs at James and she starts to make her way to the 
exit with James following her. 

INT. THE DIVE BAR - EVENING

Alison and James walk into the low-lit room of the bar. They 
are both wearing jeans with a T-shirt. They take two seats at 
the end of the bar. The BARTENDER walks over to them.

BARTENDER
What will it be?

ALISON
Cranberry and vodka with a lime for 
me.

JAMES
Actually I’m okay for right now. 

BARTENDER
Alright, let me know if you change 
your mind. Be right back miss.

JAMES
I think when she gets here I’ll let 
you two talk.

ALISON
Oh no, you are NOT leaving me. 

JAMES
But Ali, I’m drunk and besides she 
can drive you home. I’ll just ask 
her when she gets here. Perfect.

ALISON
I am going to kill you if you leave 
me. 

JAMES
No you won’t. You might thank me. I 
love you, I have faith in you, do 
what you gotta do hon. 

The bartender returns with Alison’s drink as she takes a 
twenty dollar bill and puts it on the counter. He takes it 
from her and looks at her bracelet for a quick moment.
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BARTENDER
A Taurus huh?

ALISON
(Taking a sip of her 
beverage)

Yeah, I’m an April baby. 

JAMES
You know what they say, Taurus’ are 
the most stubborn.

ALISON
Am not! 

JAMES
See? 

The bartender laughs warmly and returns Alison’s change.

Nina walks into the bar in a black blouse with dark jeans. 
She looks around and sees Alison she walks up to her. She 
takes the seat next to Alison.

NINA
Hey, starting without me? 

Alison smiles.

ALISON
Hey, well after tonight I needed 
one as soon as possible. What do 
you want? I got your first one.

NINA
You always were a sweet one. I’ll 
have what your having.

JAMES
Sweet? Her? 

ALISON
Oh, James this is Nina, Nina this 
is James. Now James, shut up. 

JAMES
Told you. 

Nina chuckles as the Bartender approaches her.  

BARTENDER
(To Nina)

What can I get for you?
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ALISON
Same as me. 

Alison takes out another bill and places it on the bar. James 
starts to yawn obnoxiously loud.

JAMES
Oh my goodness look at the time! 

(Looking at his right 
wrist, that has no watch)

I better get going.

ALISON
“Oh my goodness?” Yeah, okay. You 
are not even wearing a watch.

JAMES
Which is why I need to go home, so 
I know it’s too late. Nina do you 
mind taking my roomie home?

Alison rolls her eyes at James. The bartender places Nina’s 
drink in front of her. 

ALISON
I don’t want to be a bother, I can 
take a cab. 

Nina takes a sip of her drink. She waves her hand. 

NINA
Nonsense. I’ll be happy to. I can’t 
stay out too late any way.

James gets up from his seat. He gives Alison a hug.

JAMES
Bye Bestie! I love you!
(Whispers in her ear)

I better hear about this tomorrow.

ALISON
Uh huh. So much love. 

(Whispers into James ear)
Sleep with one eye open.

James lets go of Alison.

JAMES
(To Nina)

It was a pleasure to meet you, Keep 
her as long as you want. 
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NINA 
Nice meeting you, get home safe. 

ALISON
(Smiling)

See you later asshole. 

James walks out of the bar. 

Alison turns her attention back to Nina.

NINA
He is definitely funny. 

ALISON
Sometimes. Can I be real with you? 

Alison inhales almost half of her drink. 

NINA
Sure?

ALISON
I’m kind of shocked you came out. 
We never really hung out in school. 
Just at after parties from the 
plays and Drivers-Ed.

Nina takes a sip of her drink. 

NINA
I wasn’t feeling the whole 
“reunion” thing. Going out with you 
and your friend seemed like a 
better idea. By the way, a lot of 
people were talking about you. 

Alison’s eyes go wide and she takes her drink and takes a 
couple of noisy gulps. She finishes it. 

She fumbles with her bracelet.  

ALISON
What... What were they saying?

Nina places her hand on Alison’s knee. 

NINA
Relax, it was all good things. Most 
were shocked at how different you 
look. You aren’t the same as you 
were 10 years ago.  
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Nina retracts her hand. Alison continues to fumble with her 
bracelet. 

ALISON
I hated high school. I was always 
the outcast. I went back for our 
reunion for two reasons and to be 
honest the first reason is not 
going to happen. But hearing that 
they were shocked and were talking 
good things about me completed 
reason number two. That, my friend, 
deserves a shot. 

Alison waves the bartender over to them. 

NINA
What was the first reason?

The Bartender comes over to the two.

ALISON
Two shots of Jameson, and I’ll have 
another. 

The Bartender nods at Alison and walks away to make her 
order. 

NINA
Are you going to answer my 
question?

Alison is looking at her empty glass. 

ALISON
Probably not. 

Alison looks up at Nina. 

ALISON (CONT’D)
It would um... Open up a can of 
worms that I am not necessarily 
ready to open, ever. 

Nina watches Alison fumbling with her bracelet. 

The Bartender returns with the two shots and the drink and 
takes the money that is in front of Alison. 

Alison proceeds to grab one shot and places it in front of 
Nina. Nina looks at Alison with a smile. They both hold up 
their glasses of brown liquid. 
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NINA
Well, if you decide to share, let 
me know. To our reunion.  

Alison smiles and nods.

ALISON
To our own reunion.

They both clink the glasses together and tilt their heads 
back in unison and gulp the small amount of liquid down. 

They both place their glasses on the counter. 

FLASHBACK - INT. PIANO TEACHER’S HOUSE - DAY 

Alison is twelve and is sitting on the couch with a bag of 
music books at her feet. She is watching MTV music videos. 

Nina walks in the front door and takes the seat on the couch 
next to Alison. 

NINA
Hey. Your mom still hasn’t picked 
you up yet? Your lesson ended a 
half hour ago. 

ALISON
She is probably shopping or 
something, probably will be here 
soon.  

Alison doesn’t take her attention away from the television. 

NINA
What are you watching? 

ALISON
Spring Break on MTV. 

NINA
Cool. 

ALISON
Why don’t you talk to me in school? 

NINA
You don’t talk to me either. In 
fact, you are talking to me more 
now than you have been all year. We 
have three classes together. 
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ALISON
Your friends don’t like me much. 

NINA
They think your laugh is weird. 

ALISON
Do you? 

A MAN in his sixties enters the room. 

MAN
Nina, it is time for your lesson. 

Nina looks at Alison and gets up and leaves the room. Alison 
watches her leave as a car horn BEEPS outside the house. 

BACK TO PRESENT DAY - EXT. NINA’S CAR - EVENING

Nina is driving Alison. Alison is staring out the window. She 
is fumbling with her bracelet.

NINA
You’re very quiet. Are you okay? 
You keep messing with your 
bracelet.

ALISON
Yeah. I usually do that when I 
think.

NINA
Penny for your thoughts? 

ALISON
(Takes a breath)

Look I know we are not close, in 
fact we never were, but... This is 
probably the hardest obstacle I’ll 
ever have to do. By the way, it is 
the second house on the right you 
can pull right up in front of it. 

Nina pulls up to Alison’s house. She puts the car in park and 
turns to her. 

NINA
Spit it out. I’m not going to judge 
you. We aren’t in high school 
anymore. 

Alison closes her eyes.
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ALISON
In high school, when I was 
outted... God I don’t even know 
where to like begin to tell you. 

Alison looks over at Nina.

NINA
Just spit it out, the suspense is 
killing me. 

Nina laughs a little to lighten the mood. 

ALISON
(Whispers)

I was in love with you in high 
school. 

NINA
(Raises an eyebrow)

What do you mean? We never really 
spoke. We knew each other but... I 
had my friends and you...

ALISON
Didn’t have any friends really. I 
hung out with a few people at 
school. But let’s be real I was a 
loner. The first time I saw you in 
sixth grade, I knew I was 
different. 

Nina looks at Alison somberly.

ALISON (CONT’D)
I just wanted to get to know you. I 
didn’t know why. Then I realized it 
was something more than just 
wanting to be your friend. For a 
while we were taking piano lessons 
from the same teacher. My mom came 
late sometimes yes, but I was 
hoping she would so that I could 
see you for those few minutes 
before your lesson began. 

Alison looks into her lap and fumbles with her bracelet.

ALISON (CONT’D)
You’re the only reason I did a lot 
of activities in school, like 
drama. I also made sure we were in 
the same car in Drivers Ed. Stupid 
stuff like that. 
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This probably all sounds stalker-
esq and I am sorry but I didn’t 
know how to make you my friend. 
Then, I got outted. 

Alison swallows hard and her fingers become intertwined with 
her bracelet. 

Alison turns her head up at Nina. 

ALISON (CONT’D)
(Voice breaking)

I wanted to end it all and I 
could’ve. But believe it or not the 
thought of not seeing you everyday, 
made me get through it. So, I just 
wanted to say, thank you. 

Alison pauses. 

ALISON (CONT’D)
I don’t expect anything from you, 
just know you saved my life. 

Alison sits and waits for Nina to respond. She is avoiding 
eye contact by staring directly in front of her. Nina is 
looking at Alison intensely, unsure of what to do. 

NINA
I don’t even know what to say. 

Alison shrugs and laughs a little. 

ALISON
Beats me, I said what I needed to 
say. But I seriously expect nothing 
from you. I just thought that you 
should know. You made a difference 
in my life.  

NINA
(Taking Alison’s hand)

I am flattered... Speechless is 
more of the word... Now I feel bad 
that I didn’t really get to know 
you in school.

Alison nods as Nina intertwines their fingers. Alison has a 
tear slide down her cheek that lands on her bracelet as she 
pulls her hand away from Nina. 

ALISON
(Sniffs)

It’s cool. I’m fine. 

30.

ALISON (CONT’D)



Alison wipes her eyes. 

ALISON (CONT’D)
I should probably get going. I 
appreciate the ride back, really. 
It was great seeing you. Take care. 

Alison get’s out of the car and runs into the house. 

Nina sits in her seat and is in shock by what just happened. 

She puts her car in drive
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